Battlefield analgesia: an advanced approach.
We present an advanced battlefield analgesia protocol that is designed to provide the maximum benefit for the greatest number of patients using the minimum of resources. During the development we considered logistics, drug pharmacology and safety, aetiology of the pain and the experience of the expected administrator. Analgesia is only considered after the "ABCD" criteria of the Primary Survey have been satisfied. The analgesics administered range from enteral nonopioids through to intravenous opioids based dynamically upon the Visual Analogue Score (VAS). We suggest this protocol could be used by healthcare workers who may not have been trained in acute pain management but are called to administer analgesia to the serviceman in pain.